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Happy 

Birthday! 

 

 

Devon Sandford  2/21 

Lois Saue    2/22 

Gary Bogenreif  2/23 

Betty Bender   2/26 

Leah Jenkins   2/26 

Kolbie Colyar  2/27  

 

 

 

 

 

Set aside the date… 

There will be a memorial 
service for Tom Brown on 

May 4th @ 2pm. More 
details will be available in 

the April newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Sunday, February 3rd         
9:45 am Education Hour 

11:00 am Worship w/ Holy Communion  
12:00 pm Fellowship 

Sunday, February 10th     
9:45 am Education Hour 

11:00 am Worship w/ Holy Communion  
12:00 pm Fellowship 

Sunday, February 17th          
9:45 am Education Hour 

11:00 am Worship w/ Holy Communion  
12:00 pm Fellowship 

Sunday, February 24th    
9:45 am Education Hour 

11:00 am Worship w/ Holy Communion  
12:00 pm Fellowship 

 

 
 

Don’t forget to grab 

your nametag each 

Sunday before worship! 
 

http://cliparts.co/balloons-clip-art-free
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCL3Iqaf_2McCFQGZiAodObYKtw&url=http://bbc4christ.org/&psig=AFQjCNHm8KgNzZDNMvy52mSXAVHaVdGnPA&ust=1441305312621095


 

. 
 

Some of you heard President Cathy Steiner mention the Synod’s Congregational 
Vitality Team at our semi-annual meeting. Working with the ELCA, a group of 
us from our synod are learning some new strategies to help keep congregations 
vital and thriving across our synod. When I was asked to serve on the team for 
our synod, I readily accepted. While our work will be synod-wide, I saw a lot of 
resource in it that can apply directly to our ministry at Central and our desire to 
partner with others in vital ministries. 

As part of the synod team, I will be attending a conference in Las Vegas next 
week (Feb. 6-8.) (This will also give me a great chance to visit with my son, 
Adam, who lives there.) As part of the conference, which will include synod 
teams from as many as 30 synods across our church, I will attend several 
workshops that will help us chart our course for the future. All 14 available 
workshops are being led by ELCA specialists. The workshops I selected are: 

- Framework of Synod Vitality: From Cultivation to Harvest 
Our synod team will attend this one together to begin building the 
framework for vitality synod-wide. 

- Adaptive Leadership 
“Discerning the difference between technical and adaptive change and doing the 
relational work necessary to lead amid the unknown. Explore resources and 
opportunities to lead our congregations together in adaptive change.” Fancy way of 
saying that the church needs to make some changes at a fundamental 
level in order to reach today’s world. Simply adding programs or 
worship services isn’t enough anymore.  

- Evangelism 
“Vital Congregations are not just welcoming, they are inviting.  How do we empower 
disciples to know their story, go and share their story and invite others into the Jesus 
story? How do we help churches train disciples to use some of today’s tools (social 
media) to assist in the invitation?” Pretty clear there. 

- Leading Change 
“This module will acknowledge change theory but focus on leading change on the 
ground level involving moving from technical, transactional change to adaptive 
transformative change. Participants will be engaged as learners and teachers sharing 
learning experiences and the whys and ways of leading change.” One of the 
facilitators for this session is Rev. Dr. Dave Daubert whose book, 
“Living Lutheran: Renewing Your Congregation” has been widely read 
in the church. He probably knows stuff. 
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- The Great Opportunity 
“We have a great opportunity to engage, baptize, and make disciples of the two 
largest generational populations, the Millennials and Generation Z.  Learn from the 
most recent generational research about persons under 30 and essential strategies to 
put in place to help these young people discover and love your church.” This module 
is facilitated by Rachel Alley, ELCA Program Director for Youth 
Ministries. She’s gonna be pretty helpful, I’m thinkin’. 

There was also a session available on stewardship and generosity but we have a 
pretty good handle on that here at Central. There was a session on “coaching for 
vitality.” Since I am already an ELCA Coach in stewardship, I assume those 
skills are easily transferrable to other areas of ministry. So I passed on a couple 
that interested me for some that may be more helpful in our work together here 
at Central. It is my hope that attendance at this conference will not only help us 
in the synod be better at “church together” but will also have a direct and timely 
effect on our work at Central as we pursue a more cooperative way of being 
church with others. 

Peace, 

 

                          

Tri-Parish Discussion Summary 

At our January 20th semi-annual meeting, we took some time to talk about the 
pastoral cost-sharing plan with Messiah and St. Peter. St. Peter has decided to 
maintain their focus on the internship program as its ministry and not continue 
in conversation about cost sharing. Messiah is still interested, particularly 
because Pr. Betty will be retiring in May and they don’t know what they’ll do for 
pastoral ministry. 

During our meeting, table groups were presented with two possible ways 
forward and asked to discuss the possibilities. They were: 

1. Central has conversations with Messiah about sharing pastoral services 
and expenses. 

2. Central can continue as a solo ministry and find other ways to 
supplement our income and support our fellow congregations. 

Summary 
Tables were split when voting on options. There is excitement about working 
with other congregations and partners, helping each other to remain vital. There 
are concerns about commitment, purpose, and ability to be a partner as well as 
about doing nothing to improve Central’s situation.  



 

Each table was asked, “If it was up to your table to decide which of these 
options (see #1 and #2 above) Central chooses, which would it be?” 

• #1: 3 votes 

• #2: 4 votes 

• Abstain: 1 vote 

• Combination of #1 and #2: 1 vote 

The Central Lutheran Council will be discussing the summary of the 
conversation at its meeting on February 10th. If you have anything further to add 
to their consideration, please let any of the council members know. 

                          

EPIPHANY TREES? 

No doubt some of you are wondering why there are still lighted trees at the 
front of the sanctuary over a month after Christmas. We are in the season of 
Epiphany which celebrates the light of Christ come into the world. Beside Jesus 
himself, the season’s most notable “light” is the Star of Bethlehem which shined 
through this season and guided the seekers from a faraway land to the Baby’s 
side. We thought it might be meaningful…and pretty…to leave the trees up and 
lit in honor of this season. All the Chrismons and other decorations of 
Christmas have been removed so our focus is drawn solely to the lights shining 
bright. They will continue to shine through February. 

                          

“An Afternoon of Baroque chamber music and more” 

The Friday Musical Club  
will present an “Afternoon of Music” 

 February 22, 2019 – 1:00 pm  
Central Lutheran Church – 512 S. Bernard 

featuring the 
“Tapestry” ensemble ( Karen Stahl, flute; Gretchen Ramey, harpsichord; Gwen 

Innes, cello); Ingrid Todhunter, flute and Mandi Rickard, piano; 
Corliss Newman, soprano, Tiffany Wang, violin and Eric Gallagher, viola 
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Financial Peace University Returns! 

 
Join us on Tuesdays at 6pm beginning Feb. 12 

for this life-changing course on handling 
money God’s way! 

 
Sign up by clicking here. 

 
                                                  Exchange fear for peace! 

                         

LENTEN JOURNEY BEGINS 

It seems that everywhere we turn today, people are afraid. We are afraid for our 
families and our futures. We are afraid of the world and its challenges. We are 
afraid of other people, even each other. 

We need to be reminded of the words of Scripture, coming directly from the lips 
of Jesus: “Do not be afraid. I am with you.” What does that mean in an age 
when fear is all around us. 

Join us for a Lenten Midweek Series called “Perfect Love Casts Out Fear” and 
let it help cast out YOUR fear. 

We start with an Ash Wednesday Service on March 6th at 7pm and continue 
our weekly Lenten Worship Services on Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM.   
These services will be part of a special evening for our church family.  See below 
for the evening and weekly schedule. 
 
LENTEN MIDWEEK SERVICE: Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM  
                   Soup Supper: 5:45 – 6:45 PM 
            Bell Choir: 6:15 – 7:00 PM 
             Chancel Choir: 7:35 PM 

Please see the sign-up sheet in the Fireside room to pick an evening to provide 
soup/bread.  

SOUP SUPPER DATES 
March 10 – March 17 – March 24 – March 31 – April 7  

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
April 18 – Maundy Thursday and April 19 – Good Friday. 

 

https://fpu.com/1080972


 

 

THOUGHTS TO BEGIN AN  
EVANGELISM TEAM  

AT CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

1. VISITOR CARD MINISTRY: Try to develop a better process to follow-up 
with visitors. Encourage visitors to put more down on the Worship Cards so we 
can contact them. Expand the questions on the card to include???? Do 
something to follow up with the visitor registration book in the Narthex or 
remove it.  

2. VISITOR WELCOMING AND FOLLOW UP: Is there something we can 
do to improve a process to make visitors feel more welcomed when they come 
into worship? Ask them specifically if they are comfortable with liturgical 
worship. Have a way to help them understand. Revamp the pamphlet we have 
given to visitors in the past.  

3. “GODLY PLAY” MINISTRY FOR KIDS: We have a possibility to find 
someone to take “Godly Play” training in March and then contact members’ 
younger families with kids to say we are going to offer this Sunday School 
program starting in September 9:45 to 10:30 am.  

4. HOW TO REACH OUT: How can we be more attractive to our 
neighborhood?   

If you would be interested in participating, please contact Paul Brueggemeier. 

                          
 

FREE LITTLE LIBRARY 
 

Our little library needs your help – 
we are very low on books!  Please 

consider donating your gently used 
books. 

 
Thank you for your support! 
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