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The Rev. David Kappus 

Ministers  

Each Member of the Congregation 
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Ed Hurd, Organist 
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Happy 

Birthday! 

 

 
Joan Schmitt            1/14 

Debbie MacLennan 1/20 

Doralee Dahlke        1/23 

Dick Guthrie    1/23 

Arthur Cossairt        1/31 

  

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Semi-Annual 
Congregational Meeting 

January 20th following 
worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Sunday, January 6th        
9:45 am Education Hour 

11:00 am Worship w/ Holy Communion  
12:00 pm Fellowship 

Sunday, January 13th    
9:45 am Education Hour 

11:00 am Worship w/ Holy Communion  
12:00 pm Fellowship 

Sunday, January 20th         
9:45 am Education Hour 

11:00 am Worship w/ Holy Communion  
12:00 pm Semi-Annual Congregational 

Meeting & Potluck 

Sunday, January 27th   
9:45 am Education Hour 

11:00 am Worship w/ Holy Communion  
12:00 pm Fellowship 

 

 
 

Don’t forget to grab 

your nametag each 

Sunday before worship! 
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The start of the Christmas season in the Kappus household is usually signified 

by a viewing of “A Muppet Christmas Carol,” a fanciful retelling of the 

Dickens classic starring Michael Caine as Scrooge (played straight out of 

Dickens’ text), Kermit the Frog as Bob Crachit, and the rest of the Muppet 

crew filling in most of the roles. It is funny and heartwarming and gets the 

message of love and compassion across to all ages.  

It is such a significant part of our family heritage that I may have heard my 

son say to our grandkids: “Kids, you are biologically required to like this 

movie.” There is plenty of Muppet shenanigans and some very upbeat and 

memorable music. I wanted to share a few thoughts that struck me this time 

around from the songs, written by the incomparable Paul Williams. 

The opening number is called “Scrooge” and is sung by the whole town as he 

makes his way to his office. The final verse states: 

There goes Mr. Heartless, there goes Mr. Cruel 

He never gives, he only takes, he lets his hunger rule 

If being mean's a way of life you practice and rehearse 

Then all that work is payin' off cause Scrooge is getting worse 

Every day, in every way, Scrooge is getting worse! 

We say that to our kids all the time, right? “Practice makes perfect.” Be 

mindful of what you are practicing. Is it kindness? Is it compassion? Maybe 

even more significant in our day…is it empathy? Can you imagine what 

someone else’s journey or plight might be like? 

The song “It Feels Like Christmas” has much to say and reminds us, among 

other things, that “when you do your best for love, it feels like Christmas.” A 

particularly poetic line describes it as “the summer of the soul in December.” 

It is the season of the heart 

A special time of caring 

The ways of love made clear 

It is the season of the spirit 

The message, if we hear it 

Is make it last all year 

The closing line: “It’s true, wherever you find love, it feels like Christmas.” 
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It makes sense because the hallmark of the Christmas season, indeed, the 

distinguishing mark of the Christian life is love. How do you make clear the 

ways of love? 

Finally, as the cycle of ghostly adventures winds up, we find a Scrooge born 

anew. The song “Thankful Heart” closes the show. Having stalked with cold 

disregard through the town at the opening of the show, Scrooge now goes out 

on Christmas morning to sing (yes, Michael Caine sings) his newfound 

wonder. 

With a thankful heart, with an endless joy 

With a growing family every girl and boy 

Will be nephew and niece to me 

Will bring love, hope and peace to me 

Yes, and every night will end and every day will start 

With a grateful prayer and a thankful heart. 

Scrooge opens up his heart and life to everyone in his community, 

recognizing that they all have something to bring that could make his life 

more meaningful. 

He closes the song, and the movie, with: 

With a thankful heart that is wide awake 

I do make this promise, every breath I take 

Will be used now to sing your praise 

And beg you to share my days 

With a loving guarantee that even if we part 

I will hold you close in a thankful heart. 

Let’s commit ourselves to singing the praises of our neighbors and fellow 

humans. Or, as Luther puts it in his explanation of the 8th Commandment: 

“We are to fear and love God, so that we do not tell lies about our neighbors, 

betray or slander them, or destroy their reputations. Instead we are to come 

to their defense, speak well of them, and interpret everything they do in the 

best possible light.”  

Go ahead. Ask yourself the question that is begging for an answer: “Who is 

my neighbor?” 

Happy New Year and God’s blessing as you continue to walk the path of 

Jesus. 

Peace, 

 

 



 

Living Together Faithfully 
A Three Congregation Project 

The councils of Central, Messiah, and St. Peter – along with their congregations 
in duly called meetings – have agreed to pursue a cost-sharing arrangement to 
provide pastoral services to each congregation through the called pastor at 
Central and the intern at St. Peter.  

Certain known details include: 

- Central will contribute 50% of the total cost; Messiah and St. Peter will 
contribute 25% each. 

- Pastoral time will be allocated primarily by need rather than financial 
percentages, making sure there is always a pastoral presence at usual and 
expected times (worship, important meetings and events) with additional 
time (office hours, etc) allocated as appropriate. Emergency needs will 
always be responded to in a timely fashion for any of the congregations. 

- Some things may need to be adjusted by one congregation or another, 
such as worship or meeting times. Care is being given to developing a 
model that causes the least disruption for everyone. (For example, 
worship time at Central is not likely to change and Pr. Dave will have 
very similar office hours at Central to what he has now.) 

- A steering committee of six people, two from each congregation, plus the 
pastors involved will work to iron out as many details as possible. 

- A final approval congregational meeting will be held in January to discuss 
formally committing to the project. 

Obviously, there are “unknown details” that are the result of on-going 
conversations, i.e. all three councils currently meet on the same Sunday morning. 
There are also details that will need to be worked out on an “as we go along” 
basis.  

The question for you today is…what questions or concerns do you have that 
you would like the steering committee to address? Anything that you write down 
will be passed along. Please remember that this is a process of compromise. We 
promise that your concerns will be heard even if they don’t end up being 
addressed the way you might hope. 

This mutual conversation between these congregations has now been going on 
for almost two years. Some of you have followed it more closely than others. 
Two Central Lutheran councils, elected by you for purposes such as this, have 
found this a worthwhile way to proceed into the future. With that said, you are 
not required to agree. Just know that we are trying to consider as many views as 
possible while recognizing we cannot satisfy them all. 

Please let us know your questions/concerns. If you would like the council or 
steering committee to respond directly to you, please indicate that as well. 



 

Clothes Closet 

We are currently in need of the following items: 

- Women’s winter boots 

- Winter coats (men & 
women) 

- Blankets 

- Men’s jeans (28-36) 

- Sweatpants (men & 
women) 

- Men’s sweatshirts 

- Young boys’ jeans (2-8) 

 

 
Thank you for your continued support! 

The Clothes Closet Crew 

                          

 

                          

 

 Annual Reports  
due Monday, January 14th.  
 

Please consider donating your new or gently used 
books to our Free Little Library. We are very low 
on books of all types. 

We are also in need of reading glasses. If you 
have any to donate, please drop them in the 
donation box on the cart. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

February 

 Newsletter 

Any articles and/or announcement 
to be included in the February 
newsletter should be submitted 

 to the office by 
Tuesday, January 22nd. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwizqL3OoebeAhXSHjQIHf_tA04QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://patch.com/illinois/plainfield/donations-accepted-friends-plainfield-library-book-sale&psig=AOvVaw2n8x8bT94Rn9HPKKCcI8eN&ust=1542916375923058
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjDusL42YbKAhVN52MKHf8zD4QQjRwIBw&url=http://www.eldersbaptist.org/elders_baptist_028.htm&psig=AFQjCNF1pxyHEc36HBh-o7AWRDV0irjAvw&ust=1451672029703635


 

Flowers for the Church Altar in 2019 

Each Sunday, there is an opportunity for members to provide flowers for the 
church altar.  Often members take this opportunity to remember loved one’s 
special events when providing flowers.   

If you would like to provide fresh flowers (from a florist, store-bought, or from 
your garden) or a live plant for the altar during 2019, you can sign up at 
clspokane.ivolunteer.com or by calling Lisa in the church office 624-9233. 

                          
 

A Matter of Balance  

fall prevention classes 
 
Have you turned down a chance to go out with family or friends because you 
were concerned about falling?  Have you cut down on a favorite activity because 
you might fall?  If so, A Matter of Balance: Managing Concerns about Falls, is a 
program for you. 
 

A Matter of Balance is designed to reduce the fear of falling and increase activity 
levels among older adults.  Participants learn to set realistic goals to increase 
activity, change their environment to reduce fall risk factors, and learn simple 
exercises to increase strength and balance. 
 

Aging & Long Term Care of Eastern Washington is offering A Matter of 
Balance: Managing Concerns About Falls at Central Lutheran in February.  The 
eight session class series will be held on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, 
beginning February 5 – February 28.  Classes are 9:30-11:30 am.  There is no 
cost.  A workbook is provided and refreshments are included. The class is open 
to members of the congregation and the larger community. 
 

Registration and information forms are available in the church office or contact 
Aging & Long Term Care of Eastern Washington directly at 509.458.2509 or 
action@altcew.org.  Registration forms need to be returned to Aging & Long 
Term Care by Monday January 28.   
 
Order of service 
 

A Matter of Balance, a falls prevention class for older adults, will be held at the 
church beginning February 5 – registration and information available in the 
church office. 
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